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PFPAREWELL o THE CaPTTOL

Those of us who are fortunate t0 have o
"The Best Remaining Seats", or who subscribe 42 sorses Theaire Croon nag-
azines such as "Console", will imow someihing of the special type of scrrov
felt at reading of the end of a great movie house: the death of a Picture
Palaces We read of handfuls of dediccted organ buffs huddled together in
the early hours of the morning far & Tinal recording mn theatre crians that
have seen better days, and occcasionally there is the really big farewell
perfarmance before an organ is removed o safety, escaping the theutre wrec-
ker's hammer by a few hours. We see the photos of the shells of big movie-
houses after the stripping anmd feel perhaps a little glad that here in Syd-
ney we still have a few of the big cnes left.

How such feelings of detached sympathy are suddenly and angrily brought home
by news that the Sydney Capitol is to be a cinewa no longer. Surely not THZ
Capitol? . Those of us with ours cars to the ground over the past few years
have only asked ourselves, "How much longer will she last?" and now we know.
Thls once magnificent cinem modelled by Henry White on the fabulous atmos-
pheric designs of America's John Zberson created  sensation when it opened
a 7th April 1928. It's lighting, statuary, stars twinkling in a blue sky
with real moving clouds, and the general atmospheric feeling, not to mention
the Roman Rotunda, Spanish Garden, Lion's Cage, and trees and birds liberally
spread around the interior, were something that those first-nighters and the
first-timers far ever after, never seemed to recover from. Even =zs late as
the recent pop shows and travsferred Opera amd Orchestral series, the numbers
of people remarking for the first time upon the effects showed cdlearly that
Eberson's ideas were timeless.

And the organ. On the opening night, ".....Fred Scholl gave a series of pieces
on the WurliTzer Organ, he also shooting up unexpectedly from the depths in
front of the stage. A transcription of the Rigoletto quartet showed the inst-
rument to possess a full and finely impressive tone, which rang forth vibrant-
ly in the huge building without seeming to blare. In his jazz number Mr, Scholl
was obviously at tremendous pains to see how many curious and unusual stops he
could use, and for those who love novelty for its own sake, the effect, though
wild in the extreme, probably seemed very stimulating. The "Love Call" from
"Rose Marie" showed the capacity of the organ in softly sentimental moods..."
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There we were, surprisingly several hundred of us, gathered in the Capitol
Theatre on Saturday morning the Sth February 1972, perhaps a little bewil-
dered, and perhaps a little incredulous, but nevertheless, having to face
the fact that we were shortly to witnmess the last performsnce on this fine
WurliTzer organ which we have grown to love over three decades. And did it
sound greati! I have said so before, and I'll say it again: "The finest
Theatre Organ installation in Australia.” I wonder if WurliTzers can think,
for this one gave of its best that morning under the hands of ten of our
well-known organists in a memorable tribute to the "3/15 Capitol."

We were sorry that not all those we asked could manage to ~ome along, how-
ever, the feast of music and talent presented to us was superb, CLIFF BING-
HAM set the ball rolling, followed by BILL SCHUMACHER, RAY THORNLEY, PETER
HELD, LANCE WELLS, ALAN TRANTER, DAVID PARSONS, ERIC SMITH, DENIS PALMISTRA,
amd to "take her down", our beloved Fatron, IAN DAVIES,

Vice~President PFrank Ellis was Comvere far the morning and in his usual
cheery menner introduced the organists to us, giving a brief biographical
outline of each.

John Gardiner, noted feature writer and cinems historian, gave us a shart

run-down on the Capitol Thestre and its organists (shortly to be enlarged

by John and used as an article in T(SA News), and later the Manager of the
theatre, Mr. Shaw, responded to President Tom Halloran's address.

Whoever decided an the final piece of complete and utter nostalgia must be
congratulated. With our ears still ringing to the soumd of Ian Davies'
signature tune "Cruising Down The River", and our eyes unbelievably witness-
ing the final noble descent of the hoist and console, the motor was switched
offs A few handclaps were quickly silenced and then we heard the great blo-
wer in the depths beat out its last breaths, and as Ian opened the shutters,
the put-put of the tremulants ceased amd the reser¥oirs gave a mighty groan
and thump. Then all was still.

The feeling at that moment is hard to describe, It was indeed a sad occasion,
but also one of happy anticipatian, for we know that the New Life will socon
be at hand for this wonderful histaric instrument. We wait eagerly far news
of the new home and a new lease of life for our WurliTzer:"the Capitol 3/15."

It seems that the interior of the theatre will be granted a reprieve; at
least as long as Harry Miller is in possession, for the news reached me today
that nearly all the picturesque "decorations of a Picture Palace" described
above will be returned, and there is even talk of completely renovating the
blue ceiling, stars and clouds. Good naws for those aiming to keep this
cinema for ever as a monument to the Great Years of the Movies,

Ian C. Griggs
Witness to Histary.

NEWS FROM CHATSWOOD TOWN HALL

Willoughby Council have announced preliminary plans for use of the 2/10
WurliTzer for 1972. A series of concerts featuring well known Sydney and
famous interstate organists is planned and details are to be released soon.
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