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Some Great Events are on the way for 1990 !
including Dance Night with Robert Wolfe
$%.  at the Orion Centre WurliTzer and Concert also
1=t Final Special Steam Train Ride with Jack Lawson!
! see Calendar on Page 3.
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Theatre Organ Socie ty of Australia (NSW Division) Inc.

DIRECTORY

FATRONS -

lan Davies

Mayor of Canterbury, Ald. John Gorrie
PRESIDENT -

Jack Lawson (569 3775)
VICE PRESIDENT -
Frank Ellis (649 7011} & John Shaw (759 5825)
SECRETARY -

m/s Mary Stewart (51 5045)
ASSISTANT SECRETARY -

John Parker (Home 570 8471, Work 758 2580)

TREASURER -

Bob Gilmour (Hume 489 3131, Work 241 1568)
ASSISTANT TREASURER -

Bill Schumacher (455 1318)
MEMBERSHIP SECRETARY

To be advised
MINUTE SECBETARY -

Mrs. Jean Taylor

COMMITTEE - Peter Bidencope (44 2728) Peter Harding (629 2257)
Margaret Hall (570 8471) Eunice Palmer (798 6742)
lan Hanson (949 6629) Mzil Palmer (798 6742)

PRACTICE CONVENOR -
Bob Staunton (607 8925)

HRESEA H AND ARBCHIVES -
lan Cameron (048 411 616)

TOSA EDITOR AND PRINTER -
Peter Bidencope (44 2728)

CONCERT TAPE HIRING -

Meil Palmer (798 6742)
CONCERT TICKET BOOKINGS -

Cunice Palmer (798 6742)
PHOTOGRAPHY =

Barry Tooker & Kevin Rowland
CONCERT RECORDINGS -

Bill Schumacher

PROMOTIONS OQFFICER -

Kevin Rowland

Please address all correspondence to -

The Secretary
TOSA (ASW Division) Inc.
P.O0Box (452 Clarence Street
SYDNEY NSW 2000,

(C{,:-}" Articles in this journal need not represent the views of the comujliee or oditar
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DECEMBER
Suneday 3 2-00pm TONY FENELON IN CONCERT
/ at Orion Centre WurliTzer
/ Monday 4 T-30pm COMMITTEE MEETING \
Wednesday 6 T-30pm CONVENTION SUB-COMMITTEE MEETIMNG

(To be confirmed)

{ 941

JANUARY

Monday T-30pm COMMITTEL MEETING

FEBRUARY

Monday COMMITTEE MEETING

ROBERT WOLFE IN BLACKPOOL
DANCE NIGHT at
ORION CENTREE, Beamish Street, CAMPSIE
Dance with Music from the WurliTzer
BOOKINGS ESSENTIAL  Booking Form in
this issue.

ROBERT WOLFE IN CONCFRT at the
ORION CENTRE WURLITZER ORGAN
See details in this issue - alse Booking Form

7-30pm

Friday 7-30pm STYLE

Sunday

MARCH

Saturday FINAL TOSA STEAM TRAIM TRIFP
Sydney - Robertson - Unanderra - Sydney

See Details on Papes 4 & 5.
COMMITTEE MEETING

FREE 'NEW FACES' CONCERT Featuring :
Colin Adamson, Chris Staples and
Wendy Hambly (3 student of Andrea

SLarting Time
e be advised

Manday 7-30pm

Sunday 2-00pm

Harrison

APRIL

hManday 2 7-30pm

Friday 13 - Tuesday 17th

Sunday 29 2-00pmn

REMEMBER TO TUNL

COMMITTEE MEETING

T.0.5.A. EASTER CONVENTION
Melbourne

(Sce early details in this issuc)

CONCERT AT MARRICKVILLE

IN TO 2CBA-I'M ON

MONDAY NIGHTS AT 9-00pm for Theatre QOrgan
Highlishts
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FROM YOUR PATRON

This is the first article 1 have written for TOSA NEWS for quite some  Lime,
so | thought after the last two events | have leatured in, for the 5Society, have
been very exciting and pleasanst, therefore a word of praise for all concerned
iz long overdue.

The concert st the QOrion Centre on 24th September last was an excellenl afternoon
of musical entertainment thanks to Bill Schumacher, Cliff Dingham & hls pianist
partner, Neil Palmer, & of course yours truly.

They all performed so well in their own styles, that there was not a dull moment
Lhe whole way through.

As regards the Organ itself, it is a sheer delight to play on thanks to Organ
Builder John Parker & all those hard working members of TOSA who helped him
to bring it to such a high standard of perfection.

My recent concert on Sunday 27th September at Marrickville was & real thrill,
with a large audience present & everything any organist could ever want.

Thanks are due to Neil Palmer who does so much werk maintaining the FPrince
Edward WurliTzer & what's more it's a little beauty!

I'm happv to hear over the grapevine, that the present Committee are functiening
very well indeed & peace seems to roign once again amaongst all concerned.

One thing docs disturb me & that is the apparent lack of co-operaticn betweer
TOSA & ciher organ societies regarding dates, etc.

Quite often they clash on some Concert performances & as a result audiences
are split up at different venues which is quite stupid to say the least.

| have had talks with other officials outside T.0.5.A, & they are keen Lo come
to the conference table as it were, & co-operate regarding this matter.

If this is done it will be a great step forward for all levers of the Mighty Wurlilzer.

May | at this juncture, wish you all a very merry Xmas & a happy & prosperous
New Year, & good fellowship & Concerts for 1990,

lan Davies |.P.
Patrom.

THE FINAL T.0.S.A. STEAM TRAIN TOUR

The Prasident Jack Lawson is going to retire from S.R.A. on March 3rd 1990
and as a retirement Lrip has organised a Fund Raising Steam Trip.

The trzin hauled by 3642 will travel from Sydney to Robertson where lunch will
be served at Robertson Bowling Club, which is approximately 100 metres from
the station.

Lunch will consist of hot roast beel with three vegetables and apple pie & cream
together with tea or coffee. This is included in the train fare which is $40-00

per person. After lunch the train will proceed to Wollongonz and thence on to
Sydney,

Departure & arrival times are not yer finalised - so watch TOSA NEWS for details.

Chiidren under four ssated on parent's kpnee and bringing their own Juoch  will
cravel free. Anvonc (including Pensioners & children over 4] cdesirous of raking
their own lunch can travel train only for $32-0i.

Bookings to be made with Tickel Secretary T.0.S.A., 304 Parramatta Road, ASHFIELD

Continued an Page 9



TOSA NEWS DECEMBER 1988

Page 3

The Final T.O.5.A. Steam Train Tour - Continued

All beokings and money are to be in by 20th January

1980. This is very important

as the number of carrianges has to be ordered early.

[f you are going

in a group of at least elght,
gether and then a compartment (s} can be reserved.

IS DEFINITELY THE LAST STEAM TOUR

your bhookings must come in [o-
Booking Form in this issue.

FOR T.O.5.A.

DON'T MISS IT!

DON'T MISS IT!

(J=————=

EXPRESSION OF GRATITUDE

REMEMBER  THIS
DON'T MISS IT!
s
We weuld like to express our grateful
efforts and devotion to T.0.5.A. intercsts

thanks

to Col
during his perind as

Tringham for his untiring
Soriely Secretary

from February last until the recent A.G.M. Not only did he ecarry out this task
with a cheerful willingness but he also shouldercd the odded responsibilities as

acting Treasurer following the

Thess unexpected  onerous
for Col as

in his private life.

Col we sincerely thank you for vour cheerful
you;

must have been most trying times for

things a little easier to handle.

move to Queensland by Messrs,

respansibilities

simultaneously he was having to shoulder a

Rattray % Ries,

a particularly difficult  time
number of other problems

came at

and willing co-operation during what
we do hope you will soon be finding

THANKS FOR DONATION

Once again we would like to
recent donation to T.O.8.A. of $100-00.

express  our

thanks to Mr. David Devenport for his

WELCOME TO NEW MEMBERS

The following new members have enrolled in our society

a very warm welcome.

POWER, Jack
MACEY,

Fae and James
Fdgar WILSON, Mary

Ronald O'CONNOR, Robert CRUIKSHANK, Gwen and

and Frank BERRY.

SHOPPING FOR CHRISTMAS GIFTS ?

Does this annual event present problems for yoo?

If =0, how about shopping with T.O.5.A. - We have
many 'GOODIES' - so consult the TOSA CHRISTMAS
STOCKING FILLER arder form in thiz issue.

ANMNUAL GENERAL MEETING
Held at O-ion Centre, Campsie on Tuesday 14/11/39.

encouraging to wirness the excellent
arrendarce  (G0+)  ar this  wears AGM.  Minutes
of appropriate  previous meetings  were road and
coalirmed, with adjustments, where necessary.

It was most

The Secretary's &  Treasurer's Reports  wers
presented by Cal Tringham, the Orien & Marrickville
Organ  Reports  followed and  were presented
by John Parker and Meil Palmer respectively.

Censiderable  discussian then took place concerning
'SPECIAL BUSIMESS' items on the agenda.

OMficer anmounced  the  results
af the recent ballot for vacancles on Committee,
These and other Offlce  Brearers are iccluded
in the Directory on page 2.

The Returning

PARKES,
Iris BAGNALL, Victor WALTERS,

and we extenc to them

PRESTON  SHAW,
John MORRIS,
Maxwell WARD, Alan SCOTT,

Alan WATTS, Dr.

TO5A NEWS
Since last month's  article wes  published, further
evzlustion of relative costs of printing has  heen
carried  out by several commictee members, which
culminated in = decision to lessc a new  Canon

Mode] NP4335. photocopier,

This  mazchine was delivered recently and s a
'real dream’ te use. Quite apart from the wvastly
improved gqualicy of its reproduction and versatility,
it owill  capy  the  ariginal  'art work!  pages  of
TOSA MEWS onte BOTH  sides of blank  pages
as they ren thrangh the machine at 35 copies
aar minote. MNeormaly the machine  anly  requires
attention  when s=exting up or when the paper
surs out after reprocducing 300 copies

In addition ta 1ts function of photocopying spprud.
00 coples of TOSA KREWS, it iz alsa of immeas-

arzble  help wher  seuting wp the art work or
whenever & chanpe af  fype or  ark  work  sizo
is required.

Mg Editor and Printor, i b8 my hops  vou will
all enjovy and benefit from the end resalts and
once again, may | thank  all  those who have
coneributed  artieles  for  publication z2nd  especially
Jack  Leech  who princed  TOSA  MNEWS  for  us

from July - Mowvember,
Compliments of the Season to you all

Prter Hidenoopes
Fritor & Printer
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TOWARDS BETTER ORGAN PLAYING
Number 3 by John Martin

First step, lets rcvisc our ideas so far.

1) Let your Dass line contrast with the Melody - don't double up notes.

2)  Practice at least one scale withk both hands and pedals together before vou
play. There are NO short cuts to obtaining nimble fingers and cenfidence
in finding the right notes, but just a little simple practice will help considerably.
For a change, try playing a CHROMATIC scale with both hands and the
pedal, a Chromatic Bass line can add lots of interest when appropriate,

3) Learn the circle of Chords and listen to the sounds to see  just how one
chord 'resolves' into another one. We will use the process of resolving a
chord - possibly dissonant - inte a sweet sounding chord more and more as
We progress in our plaving skills.

4) Listen to vyour own playing, and remember to add some simple phrasing for
variety.

New to this month's instalment, Firstly thank you to those who wrote in to T.0.5.A.
news with words of encouragement and to Iris Paris for providing these words
to the Tosa Waltz.

WORDS TO THE TOSA WALTZ by Iris Paris

T-0-5-A  T-0-S-A The Theatre Organ we play
Come join us now

and we'll show you how,

The Organ will just make your day.

ind verse:

T-0-5-A T-0-S-A So come and all be a part
Ol songs that last

and songs of the past,

and music that comes from the heart.

[ have written a second sixteen bars, but we'll put these aside for the time being
and try to enlarge on the first part.

We have tried to improve the Bass ine by making it contrast with the melody,
now is the time to add a COUNTER-MELOLY. This can hbe thought of as the
notes sung by the second singer in a duet, or the tune played by the Second Violins
in the Orchestra.

Once again it is difficull Lo provide a hard ser of rules, Counter melody is another
chance to use your individuality. Some guide-lines can be shown though, Firstly,
the Counter-melody will normally be EITHER the top or Bottom note of the chord
you are using, but you may have to alter your chord position to get the apprapriate
note. Your Counter melody will nermally be either the third or fifth of the acc-
ompaniment chord, but we can use an occasional PASSING NOTE which is not
part of the chord if it assists the counter-melody line. Sevenths and Sixths can
be used with care - they tend to be distracting frem the real melody il vverdone,

The MOST DIFFICULT part of playing the Counter-Melody is making the note
which  you are holding, sound out clearly to the listener without OVEerpowering
the melody and without the other notes in the chord drowning oul the counter-
melody. This is rather analagous to the task of juggling =iz billiard balls  while
standing up in a cance. But therc are two techniques which can help.  Firstly
on the WurliTzer, there are a special group of stops malnly uvsed for just this
purpose. These are Lthe ACCOMPANIMENT SECOND TOUCH tabs. Sounds selected
by these tabs wlll only play when you apply extra pressure to the kevs., By chosing
ranks which contrast both with the chord and the melody line vou can  achieve
the effect of an extra hand.

Continued on Page 7
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Towards Better Organ Playing - No. 3 by John Martin - Continued

Sadly almost no home Organs have second touch tabs, se a different idea must
be wsed. This is te held on to the counter-melody note, and play the chord less
loudly, MNow you are thinking that this is not possible, but try to remember when
your neighbour's car alarm went off at midnight. Did the scund not become much
louder after a few minutes! You can reduce the loudness of the accompaniment
chords by simply playing them for less than the full count of the notes. Try playing
the left hand with & wvery full registretion and see i you can play the chords
briefly enough to not have them swamp a single stop on the right hand., [t CAN
be done!!!

Incidentally the top note in the bass chord on bars 11 and 12 is middle C the
line through the notes was Inadvertently omitted during copying.

Here is the TOSA WALTZ with & suggested Counter Melody line shown. You will
note that the chords which were originally shown as O major chords are now
shown us G7th Chords. If you have practiced the circle of chords and  listened
as you played them you would have spotted this simple substitution Immediacely,
Mote how each G7 chord reselves into the © major chord!
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EASTER CONVENTION 1830

Proposed Molbourne Programme
lex WiX]

Good Friday - 13/4/90.

Hegistration at Cinema MNeorth - Resevois, during
the afrernoon,  with  tea and  coffec avallable
tres.  During  the  afterpoon Artists from o oall
aver Australla will be featured in a semiinform-
al typc programme.  The evening  concert will
e preceded hy s buffer measl in the adjeining
cineria.

Saturday - 14/4/80,

Whilet  Marinnal  Delegates  will  be  ipvolved 0
a meeting curing the marmirg, the conventiconeors
will be able to choose [rom  either free  time,
ar an orpgzn crawl  around  City  Churches.  Lhe
afrernoon will also provids  opiiens, including
an jnapection of  the Compien ond  the  instailacien
Programime,

Saturday mnight will fearure the ULrillieor American
organist  Dan  Bellomy &t the Mograbbin Town
Hall. All concert pgeoars will he trestod 1o &
display nf barrel organs ir the fover.

Sunday - 15/4/50.

Sovereign  Hill s the destirstion rto-day. We
will trawel te Ballarat by coach and heve lunch
ar Sowvereign Hill,  in berwesnp inspecting and
enjoying the many sreas of interest in this historical
village. Dwuring the evering it is plaoned o Dedr
the Dallas Brookes Hall Organ  in  concert  with

ar appearance by tne  Cheltenham  Light  Opera
Company.
hMonday - 16/4/90,

SALL  TEAT JAZZ' Concert at Brighton Cinema
IMendy] during  the morning  with the organ  and
drums will secr cthis dey off o a f[lying starb.
There mzy also bhe a guest spot by Dan Bellomy.
The afternoon will halp oeeple get steamad  up.
The option choices will be visirs 1o either Jowans
Road, Tug Wattle, Pulling Billy or the Williamaiown
Railway Mussum.

I'he Conventign  will come o a formal close
with @ dioeer &  [uinn evening  at  the  MNauoghty
Nineties Theatre Restaurant  witk  David  chnson
ard Tercry Gill af T.V. fame.

Tuesday - 17/4/80.
Suggested oprions inclade:

waly

wenes,  Warragul

fMontza avatl

Open organ console 8t various
- Darnum  Village, Pindsri  Centre,
- Harpsichord and Fieno Builder.

Frae bimeo.

Thae cost for gl

$135-00.

avents  (nprions  excepredl s

Should wou wish to maze enguiries plesse conract
any of the following:

Cenvention Convener, Gordon MzKenzie

Phone 03 743 7603 or 03 743 5448

Mrs. Margaret Zleer —--c-cceaccae-o I3 BFR 7352
Bruce Hester-——--—--—-—---—-————-———- 03 557 4]42
Julien Arnolod-—--cmmmmme e 03 255 1297

f 1 Fax Mo, ==--—s-e-ee {03 553 0305

It is  wnderstood  that  further  ieformation will
ke coming te hand shorily. iocluding o booking
form, wirh full itinerary derails. [t is anticiparad
this will bhe included with your next TOSA NEWS

TOSA NEWS DECEMBER [989

WILLOUGHBY TOWN HALL WURLITZER

Recently a phone call was received from a member
of  the Mechanical Muoslc Society, who had in
turn  hac  an . enguiry Ifrom  an  interstate member
regarding  the QOrgan in the  Willoughby Town
Hall, Chatswood,

The latest  informetion from  the Council officer
was  rhar rhe new  Sclid 3tae  relay  system  is
now  functioning  and  the pipe-wark is being  re-
voiced by  Ron  Sharp.  Appareatly  abour  20%
1z done, but Ron Sharp is in Engand at  the
rIII:ZIr'I{'EI.l1 =i [mix] FF{JH.’(!HN = tH.kiI'IE p!ii.(:l:‘. At |.|‘II!‘
time of writing. A dare for re-opening the ocrgan
12 Ll nut cnowe.

THAMNKS FOR CLPF HOM.DERS

& special word ol Lianks o Victer  Boucher
T his  willingness and  practicality  in making
tne  wooden cup  holders  whick  have proved  very
sapcessTul  Tar carsying her tee  and coffee cups
during nterval  cime At Marcckyille  concerls

ORGANS FOR SALE

YaMallA ELECTOME Model Bed

With  atenl, which includes storage  for  mosic.

Cood working order $500-00 jor reasonzhle offer),

~og-

COMM DE-LUXE CAPRICE  Model 4466
hicluding music stocl

Giood condition S250-00 (v reasonable offer)

Enquirers please phone 943 2304

REVIEW
AN DAVIES - 218t ANMIVERSARY COMCERT

Sunday, Ocrober 29, was a day ol glorious weather,
ton good te be indoors. Ansther poorly attended
concert  pernapst  MNol, on: o oaf the biggest actend-
ances for some Lime a2t Marrickville Town  Hall
Mearly 600 people enjoyed an afterncoen of  encer-
taimmenl  performed by the now, rather famous
lan Daovics.

Ihe occasion being  highiighted by  the fact that
it was almost 21 wears w0 the very day  thac
the 2710 WurliTeer  [(rom  Sydnev s old  Prince
Edware Theatre, was re-dedicamed a1 Marrickville
Town Hall. Tae opening orgenist, being lan Davies
himsel{

Continued on Page 4.
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fun Davies - 215t Anniverssry Concert - Contlinucd.

The afternoon  was  very much Iz the nostalgia
vain, First, there was a speech, given by Frank
Ellis, o1 the history of how it all zame into

aging. and some Interesting facts were revealed inthe
course of the afternoon.

lan  ogpened  with  "Happy  Birthday"  which  was
alayed inte his theme "Cruising Down the Hiver'.
What surely must be rthe lorgest medlzy 1 have
aver sar through came next. [t was evident that
we ware lsteners to = rare breed of a traditional
Theatre  Organizst.  Amarg  the items we heard,
in  this kracker, were, "Here We Are Again",
"es  Sir That's My Baby", "Moonlight Becomes
You", Sheikh of  Araby", "Ain't She Sweet”, All
by  vourseif", "That Certain  Pare", "Look for
the Silver Lining", "Tip Toe Through the Tulips",
and many other old  stendards. In & different
eryle, lan played o long forgotten Ketelby place
"Aells Across the Meadow", Another light classica
item that was thoroughly enjoyable was Purcell's
“Trumpet  Yoluntary".  The  first  half  concluded
with Sussex by the Sea”

that
launched the

eminent composer,
second half.

A selection of pleces by
Sigmund Romberg,
A tune, which [ recall, Ian played in his last
pracker ar the closing of Sydney's Capitel WurliT-
zer, was "The Sweet Heart Tree" fram that
hillarfaus film "The Great Race". As a tribute
te lrving  Berlin, lan  played several pieces by
this compeser, which were; "l've Got My Captaing
Werking for Me MNeow", "Doin' What Comes Natur-
ally", "Always", "What'll 1 Do" and "Alexander's
Raogtime Band".

Aan nleresting  arrangement of "Happy Whistler"
lullowed, and  then &  long  selecticn of Lunes
from that famous show by Fodgers & Hammerstein,
"South Pacillc™ came next.

this thuwe of year was ol course
"Santz Claus iz Coming to Tewn" ard the afternaon
ended  with  an  eacgore "There's Mo Bosiness  Like
Show  Business",  and  speaking  from  experience,
rhére cercainly isn't!

Appropriate (oo

A gracoous  presentagion mace  to lam, by

President, :ack Lawson.

WHE

Various DEC5EENS WART & acknowledged by bath
lack Lawssn and [rank Ellis for the work done
by cwo gentlemen, in parcicular, who  obtained
rhe Marrickville WurliTzer from the Prince Edward

Theatre. They were Tom Halloran and John Clancy,
both of whom were in oifice art the time of
purchase, Tom  being  Presidest and  John  belng

Secratary in 1864, when the organ was acquired.

1389 Page 9

The whole afternoon hed a degree of professicn-
alism about ft. This was good b sed,  essecially
asz people like lan Davies, will not be here lorever,
and many of us are taking up the oppartunity
of attending  his  recitals, [an Davies s now  (he
oidost  theatre  organist from Awustradia's Celden
Era, who still olayvs.

lan Hanson

REVIEW OF MARGARET HALL'S CONCERT
AT MOORABBIN TOWN HALL

SHOWTIME,.2pm  and
announced ..

compers,  Gordan Mokenzie,

w "Margaret Hall®,

With pomp  and  pzazz, and  rescunding o the
grand oapening streing of "Music Tor tha  Movies™,
the Mocorabbin WurliTzer rose  from  helow  scage
level. The wision of this magnificent, wet intimi-
dating, <organ, betng ‘driven' by this petite "mere
slip of a girl' was qulte sometking.  Stunningly
attirec  in crecam  brocade  with  gold  embroidery,
and seated at  the console, looking Tor all the
waorld 'like a fporcelain doll’, Margaraet's perferm-

ance this day, was to alfirm "that's show business”,

Something for
her repertaoire well, as
and encompassed every  style. Her

cvaryonsa, I'u]argaret had prapared
she expressed ocvery  mood
nimble fingering

technigue was  meticulous, with perfection. Her
ceond  item,  "Knave of Diamonds", gave the
audience a further glimpse of this  talent,  bue,
we  ware to ses even more with her  rendicions
of  "Dizzy Flngers”", "Russian HRag", and the
extremely difficult music of [.efahvre-Waly,
"Sortic in B Flat". The lacter, being the only
instance during the entire concers, when Margaret
usec any scofed musie, Later, | discovered, even
toaey were only pages MNos. 6, 9, 10, & 11, anpd

termed her 'security blanket'.
Howewver, the audience favourite of the day,
must  surely have been  Jchann  Stravss’  "Woices
of Spring", as :he appreciative auvdience applause,
nearly  brooghe  'tha  house down'. It was all (oe
true romance of 3travss in Theatre Organ tones.

what she laughicgly

[ loved her "ior
Masl  Gay's musio
found Margaret's
whimstcal  with  clear,

Tetr, on a lighter muskal side,
Me and My  Girl" selection
being a [favourite of mine, |
arrangements  delightfully
crisp  notes  and  registrations, and | could  see
a lot of the audience, topping their tocs in time
ta "lLeaning an  the Lamppost”. Howaver, one
disappointing factor, was the lack af  audience
enthusiasm, with the 'ogys', in "Deing the Lambeth
Walk™, [s |t because rthey are, perhaps, Loo timid,
in Melbourne, (or haven't thev  bheen taking their
‘Berocca’  lzwely?). I've  heard  that  song  'ooyved'
with zuch  guasta, ot the Raxy [Leeton].  This
musical  whimsy,  was  agzin hesrd  in Margaret's
"Shirley Temple Medlay", and persorally, [ almost
[=lL  like breaking icto a top dance.  Afrer  the
leck of 'ooys’, | really dida't think it was maybe,
the rime ar the place, althowgk, that teo, has
been done at the Roxy!

A wotal of 19 numbers in her programme, i1 was
s difficult to choose my faveurite: her masterful
tones  in Eric  Coates'  "Calling  All Workers",
lo perfect TOSA cheme song?], or her big band
sounds in "Bandstand Boogie" with athers Being
the rhythmiz La<in plece  "The Parror",
ur  the regimented "Washingron Post", it contras
te  the obvious sincerity  of feeling  in  "What
.’f[ w;lr:z:rnljjm';_l'r'wg'_ vl;rftl:':rﬂl.:il-ELEr tonec, pm pg[gn:—:nr

W ell’, contrasted the  vigorous
determination  of "Shaking the Hloks Away", andfor
tlhe nosralgle  tones of "Best  of ij::s.", Tresm
the La Cage Aux Folles, Even the Stevie Wender

American

Coatinued on Page [0
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Heview of Margaret Hall's Concert - Continued,
selection, had  it's  own  populer  mastery,  And
lvt"s of appeal: "Sir Duke", "fou Are the Scenshine

She Lovely", and finally,
Called g Say

Life", then "lsn't
appreciated, "L Just

of My
the ferever
[ Love Yau'".

It was s wveritable feast, and, definitely & "Gold
Star"  Performance! My congratulations Margaret
Hall.

Margaret's  Associate  Arcists  on the  dey  woere
singor Geraldine Morrow (eurrently appearing
in  the Auvstralian  production of @ "Big  River”)
and David Jahnsten. Geraldine, accompanied

by David ar the organ, presented ©wo  SCEments
of songs, selected in the maln [rom the Brosdway
Show  repertoire. Selecred  mumbers  from 'The
Desert Song”, "The King and 1", "The Sound
ol Music" and "Showhaa"  allowed Gerzldine
to give of her best. Her beautiful clear soprano

vatce combined with bher nateral {lair to entertain
was &n  obvioes delight to the audience, David
Jobnstan's  secompaniments were  well  balanced
ta the wvocals znd added & sultable embellishment
to her wvacal lines.

Margaret Sands
Presldent. {Leeton Chapter of T.0.5.A.)

L5 THEATHRE ORGAMNS

T.O5 A, member MNick Long was overssos recenbly aed
iz writing a series of articles obour the orgons
he encountered there.
Postzoript to Article 1
[whirh was included n Ootober TOSA NEWS]

San Francisco afeer the earthguake:

The Castra Theatre was the worst hit with the
foyer ceiling caving ir  completely. Large  pleces
of celling and wall plaster fell in the auditorium,

some of which domeged the organ console.

The organ cannot be played at all, as it is teared
the vibraticns may ceuse fTorther problems. Thae
theatre iz closed [ndefinitely.

I'ne Cakland Faramount suffered cracking around
the wceiling, suv lurge nets lwve been strung across
all  ceilings to  carch ooy falling  pleces.  The
theatre will remaln open for the nrexr few monrhs.

The worgan sufferec no damage although a falling
spatlight  rail  narrowly missed the console and
kit the lighting  and  sound  panel,  smashing it
Lo pHeces,

Thaere have been no other reports of damaged
Theatre  Organs,  although  the  famous  Grace
Cathedral organ suffered damsge ncluding a

32l plpe falling dowin.

The "2 1/2 manual™ WorliTzer:

[n aruicle 1, some of you may remember my
asking for lurthor information on these instruments
and [ Fave recently received =ame  from  Alan
Tranter. Thanks Alan.

These instruments wers called a "siyle 358" WurliTzer
and  wera  the predecessor of the "Swyle 260"

of which we have several examples o Australia.
iThe Crion Certre instrument is a  Style 2600
Like the later model, these instruments were

of 15 racks, bowsver, only § of them were available

an the Accomp. &  Great manugis. The aother
G ranks were only #valable on the Solo at &t
pitch, nut coulc he cnupled down to the other
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manuals., Tt is interesting to noke that che Tibla
Clausa  was only  availeble at  Bft, pitch,  yet
the Flute was svailable ot  pitches [rom  LBIL
va 1 3/5fe, The distributlan of stops was basicaly
as [ellaows: Saxophore, Vex Humazna, Diapason,
Flyre, ¥igl D'Cichestre, Vial Celeste, Sols Soring,
Tuba and Clzrinet ranks available on  the Great
& Accomp.  Manuals (81 nores).  Tibia  Clavss,
Trumpet, Orchestral  Choe,  Kinura, Quintadens,
Obue Heorn, ranks availabe on the Solo manual
{37 notes),

L5, Organs - Part Z.

Following wy stay o San Francizeo | flew 1o

Deoeroit,  Mizhigan, to  attend the 195% AT.0L5
Mational Convention.  T.05. A, [N.EW.]  Members
John Shaw & Meil Palmer also  attended  this

canvention  as  did  fellow  orgat enthusiast  Tony
Ward wha Tlew in a day later. Tony videotzpoed
most of the concerts and we hope Lo show  them

o you ab sume of our club nights next year.

First evening of the conventien was Father Jim
Miller at the 436 WuorliTzer of the Fox Theatre.
Tae Fuk seals 5000 peosle and i3 one of the
largest theatres in the WS However, unlite
many other buildings of this magnitude, It is
fully restored,  This  thestre iz AWLESOME!L  The

decor does not follow one particular style clogely
anywhere in the theatre, in fact It s quite "gaudy'
ir parts, but this only serves ©o heighten  the
infeciious atmosphere of thiz palsec.

Insgalled im the [obby iz & 3712 Moller. Ewven
at foli organ tals instrument is not overbearing,
partly becsuse of its small sound opeaings  and
nolse created by a Lobby full of excited convention-
BETS.

The 4736 WurliTzer in  the Theatre proper is
one of five specials built for the Fox ard Paramount
Chains., Although the theatre 15 fully  restored,
the organ s only partly restored. Father Jim
had te contend with no combination pistons and
dead nores in ewvery rtank. As a  result nf  this
he had to uwse many ranks together to get a
full run of &1 notes and still t-y to have contrast-
ing registrations. The instrument has a rich f{and
loud) sound but lacks the upper regisier  "brighrness"
we're  used 1o hearving.  This  combined  with  the
cavernous acousiics make it meost  difficule te
play faster pieces. In  spite nf &l this Father
Jim Miller's personality was as infecticus as
ever and he kepr us lagghing 211 the way chrough.

Monday maorning saw  us at the Derroit Theatre
Organ  Club’s Senate Thestre for 3 concert by
Bill Vlassk. The cancert was excellent and featuresd

many of Bill's favourite 1920's sorgs. The =udit-
osiem's  acoustics sult the 4/34 WurhiTzer's Loral
yualities well, which & why this s such a pupolor
organ  for ‘cencerts and recaordings. The conscle
iz decorated in motifs of the =ncisn: Mayans
and is guite startling to say the least. It also
features a  unigee  (and  frustraviog)l  scop lavout,
where stops are  assigned by  manual, then oy
chamber  (there  are 4 chambers),  then finally
by plech. Unforcunacely  the theatrs 15 not o alr-
conditioned, whizh  made cthings a litole  humid
inside, however [ am told that [t iz te be air-
conditioned ‘n the near future.

The afterneon concert freatured  Candi Carley-
Roth  at  the Roval Oak  Theatee, Candl plaved
a It of mare recent music which now  ssems
to make wup a greater portion of her concert

repertoire,  However, [ must  admit  tha t omg one
plays Rock and Roll quite like Candi! The 3/16
Barron  swired  her  spiritedd seyle well, This  organ

Continuad on Fage 11,
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U.5 Organs - Part 2 - Conclnued.

haz a lot of big "reeds" [some well voiced, some
otherwise) a nice pair of tblas & wvoxs', in fact
the "flue" type pipes weren't too bad. Thiz organ
was Che largest Barton organ we heard and  was
also the "meanest"!

The maonday night  concert feartured  the  local
favourite Tony Q'Brien ar  the 3710 DBerwon of
the Redford Theatrs, The thestre was bulle o
1928 and has had wery few alteracions  done
to it ower the years, The crgun is the original
arnd has nat  been  altered, only restorad. The
Meotar  City  Theatre Qrgan Soclety  purchased
the theatre in 1976 and have been runnlog  ic

successfully ever since.

Tany's concert fearured a wide wvariety of material.
It was obvious that a lot af thought and practice
had gone It some items, bur others were  very
average arrangements. The highlight of the concer:
was his “"Phanom  of the Opera" selection  which
was wery well played end festured some excellen:
lighting and fop effects. Owerall | found  this
an enjovahle concert, but [ think Tony needs
to do more work on his 'popular muosic' arrange-
ments. The classical selections  wers  wvery  wall
played.

Tussday was a free day, with the anly even:

being in the evening. This was the "Young Organ-

izts" show and was =alse held at the Redford
Theatre. The Redford's Auoditorium s o "Japancse
srmospheric”  style, if  you can  Tmagine  such
a thing, but it is an ideal wvemue for cConcerfs

The four concert arrists were winners of different
categorys of the AT.OWS Young Organist compot-
ition for 1989, They were all from different
states and one was [rom England. The two most

putstanding performers were 16 year old  Jelaol
Eddington and 18 yr old Barcy Baker. They baoth
gove top-class  performances  but  also showei
up the Recford organ's wesk spot: not  enough
solon 'reed' stops, | really think this organ needs
a trumpet and & post hern to finish off what
is otherwize a wvery nice organ. The most lasting

impression of this concert, te me, was the reallz-

ation thar Australia’s young organists  are  just
a good s thoze aversens.
That's it for this monch. Part 3 will incleds

the twao most talked about concerts of the whole

convention.
THEATRE UHGAN HERITAGE

THE MAJESTIC, MELBOURNE
A SHORT WurlilTzer with a long life!
doors  down

Theatre (now
similar path of

The Majestic, situatzd conly a  few
the rosd frem the former State
Forur), in  Melbourne, had a
history net unlike the Crystsl Palace in Sydoey.
The main difference  being  that  the Majestic
was the result of Australian enterprise.

1912, with
1800, Silent
mMajearic's

WAL
floor,

The Majestic opened oo August  3lsg
s lerge seating capacity  (gpprox.

pictures were  aoccompanied by the
"Grand Opers Orchesira™. The  auwdicarium
of the three lier type with & sloping stalls

By 19186,
[his  having
infloence  of

the thestre was already being remodelled,
seen  precipitated by the  popular
tae  American pietare palace  stylings
of that period then in wogue. A successful  re-
ppening ook place in April 1816, ar which 1ime
the Majestic was  under the cencrol of  Urion
Theatres. It was te be another three years though
before any steps would be taken to  install &
rhealre organ.

Page

An order was placed for 2 WuarliTee "Photoplayer”,
about @ year after similar lestruments bad  been
iqstalled  ar  the  Melka  and  Bilitania  Theatres
respectively,  The  Majestic  organ consisied  af
9 manuals ond 4 rarks of pipes. Records currently
awailable show rthe dace of shipment and  model
es  follows Shipping dete:r  Jaowary 21, 1919
and the model a8 style 135 sd. Opus Mo, 0202

The WurliTrer Photoplayer organ  first a2ppzared
in 1810 in the U.SA. It carried many improvements
and innovations of Robert Heope-Jones, the eocentric
and bri‘liant  inventer. The console design  used
an most of those early orgens conssted principally
uf an upright pians style eopsole with 2 manuals,
instead  of one.  Hope-Janes  continued  te make
many improvements Lo the WorllTzer organ genzar-
ally, including the humble Photoplayer. The stvle
% for  instance, came complete  with  the  new
style horseshoe console, hut aore of  these  were
Inscailed in Ausuralia.

thesa amazing instruments, aastcally
Hope-jones work, there was often wunstant
wilih  the WurliTzer Company, which
Hope Jenes  taking  his  eown  life in
1914, which left the WurliTzer Company
te carry on without the brainchild of Hope-Jores.
Rudoll Wurlitzer alse diad in 1914, ac the age
af T3, leaving the business ultimately In control
of Farny (or Farneyl Wurliczer.

The Majestic installatien appeared (o resemble
the appearance of a church organ, rether  than
that of a theatre. The aorgan pipes were Installed
in two organ oases, placed on both  sidea  of
ihe proscenlum, During research  of the book,
"Grester  Union  Story 19010 - 1885" by Terry
(1'Brien and John Fraserl. 8 photograph, previously
unkrown, gsarfTaced. This illustration  deaicted
the original layout of this organ in the theatre.
As far as  can  be asceriagined, this is  perhaps
the only illustrativn showirg one of these carly
organa in its original homes.

Despite
all ol
conflict
resulted  in
Saptemhbar,

The argan was principally used for accompaniment
of  silent  [ilms. Several well known organists
appesred there frem time to time. These Included
siteh well known names as Leslie Waldron, Charles

Tuzkwell, Arnald Coleman and Will Westbrook.

By the 1830's, the old auditorium ot the WMajestic
was in need of repair. Unlon Theares hac becems
Grezter Union by 1935, and despite the Depression,
decided in the same year te procesd with major
structural alterations to the cheatre.

The Majestle organ  was supposed o hove been
sold ic 1979, when Urion Theatres sold  all of
thelr "Photoplayer” organs arourd Auscrzliz,
but this did not occur. o fact, it seems unusual
ta the owriter, that this particular  instrumert
survived for so long It was no  longer  being
usad for  silent  films, but  was  Leiog  used o
this period as  incermission  music. Howewver, it
was certainly  ne  match  for  the  dual consele
4/21 WurliTzer in the State thealre, nearby.

When the Majestic re-opssed dn 1836, it became
one  of cthe most claborate Mart Deco” theatres

in Ausiralis. The old Edwsardian three tier suditor-
lum gave way to a new two tier cinema which
hazd & seating capacicy of 1,335 patrons

The organ was scill retained in the new building.
The organ cases containing  large  show  pipes,
which esnesaled the chambers, had  wanished.
Tae  rconsole  remained  unaltered,  this having
been moved [orward and placed on the el side
n° an orchestra  pit. [U s believed chat o pew
place was found for the organ chambers  hehind

Lhe scresn.  According  to  some  peaple who o can

Continued on Fage 12
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The Majestic, Melbourne
A Short WurliTzer with a long life - Continuoed.

still  remember this organ in the new Lhealrs,
rhe sound was smplifled through o the theatre
by means of speakers, one of which was mounted
i the console. By 1940, the consele had been
placed back in the centre of the pit, |ust below
the  stage.  The last known  appoiniment of an
OTRANiEL Was made on  Tth  August, 1840, when
Sydney identity, Jim Willlams took up the aosition

The Majestic's Photoplayer organ was  eventually
sold  during  the early 1940's. During the 1950,
it was installed i the Melbhourne home of George
Diamawan, Tke  illuztration, supplied by Frank
Ellis, ceplcts & three manual  censale,  based
on a WuorliTzer style. This novelty having been

built by George himself. [t 15 loosely -based on
the comsole then in use &t Melbourne's Capitel
theatre ar  that  tlme, George Donovan  later

seld the organ, and it still
a different owner. The
still complete.

survives today  with
instrument 5 basically

TOSA NEWS DECEMBER 1988

The Majestic waz onoe of GUreater Unign's  [Irst
ren city houses in Melbourne and was only demal-
ished i 1987, Ar intercsiing aspect of the architect-
ure was the ‘ncleslon of two plaster grilles shoped

as o rank of organ piges. These  were placed
nn  opposite  sides  ¢f  the auditoriom. This, did
nor, however indicate the actwal chambers, which

weare hack stago.

The Majostic  was medernizad  in 1960, ta  be

re-named Chelsea Cinema. During the alterations,
a gisnt new  SCreen  wes installed  for  T0mm
film. At this time all vestiges of the organ

had beoen removed incloding the pit. The Majestle
finally closed In 1973, and was emply and forlorn
far  many years. & similar  fote still  exists for
the Regent Theatre o that city, which has been
empry for 20 years

[an Hanson
Relerences: "Cinemas of Auvstralia” Ross Thorne
WurllTzer catalogue, circa 1920,
Veste] Press
"rester Union Story" Fraser & O'Brien
"Bazr Remaining Seats” Ben M.Hall

il

I
b

g

EARLY INTERIOR OF THE MAJESTIC SHOWIMNG LARGE ORCGAM CASEI, 111G ABOVE
THE PROGGENIUNM BOXES, THE COMSOLE 1S JUST BELDW THE PIT.

Continued on Page 13

Thanks also ro Les Teod, AT.ILE, Frank Flis, Terry
Ligyd B John Fraser of Greater Union for permission

L ."Epl‘il‘li ilusirariens,
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The Majestic, Melbourns .
A Short WurliTzer with a long lite - Continued,
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RE-MODELLED INTFRIOR SHOWING THE CONSOLE [N THE YERY ROTTOM LOFT OF PHOTOGRAPH,

THE RE-BUILT CONSOLE |N THE HOME OF
GEQRGE JCOMOVAN, WITH HIS DAUGHTER!

[This letter was addressed to the former Secretary]
Bear Col

Just a short note to say how much T have app-
reciated John Martin's section on 'Toward Betrer
Organ  Playing' and  trust  char  his  concribution
will econtinue in future TOSA MNEWS publications.
In  fzet, #5 Presldemt of  the Illawa-ra  Organ
Club, 1 have Introduced 20 - 30 minote segueals
al our monthly organ nighes, and hawe "stolen”
zome of the informaction given by [ohn, [ hope
[ haven't infringed any  copyrights  eto,

Bert Chambariain

LETTERS TO THE CEDITOR

Dear Sir,

I read with great interest len Hapsen's  article
about  the ¢orvstal  Palagce [ Century, Sydney.
Tke phoragragh of the interior of rthe Century

Treacre has prompted this letter. In 1986 T purch-
ased & Model K Hammond Orgam  which  wes
in fact identical to the Model B.C. Tt would
soem after  some  Investlgatlon  chat most f not
all of the old 'Four Poster' Hammonds brought
inte  Australia  prior o W.W.2  were desigrated
Model K, [ acquired rhis  instrumenr from  the
Orangse  Uniting  Churel (fermerly  Preshyterian)
and was informed  thar it had  formerly  been
instalied in a Svdney Picture Thearre. The console
still has its original timber finish and had originally
Beerm sbtained  through Agents EFOWilkes  and
Cu, of 124 Castlergagh Screer, Sydney. The low
serizl number supgosts sbout 1938 vintage. The
anly  addition made o the console is a 3 pin
power autlet made of brown bakelite and situated
below :the main bedy of the consale. The church
at  Orange  prolably purchased  the organ about
1950,

With chis wvery
ab  your alder
12 provide some <lue to
ular orgam,

scant  information
MEMISrs  may
the nistory

pI;:Tll'Ii-.lFlS LTI
recall  something
of this partic=-

Bruce Ardley

Lercers o The Edlror - Concinued on Page 14



Letters Lo the Editor - Conringed.

A Speonful of Criticism Helps the Medicine Go Down
Desr Editor,

Deing  fally aware Lhat  the recent  discussians
about Br. Peter Held's roview of the John Van
Kleef corcart (20th  Avpust, [989) have hecomne
lang  winded and  monetonews,  bul standing  on
the sidelings, [ feel that several Important issues
must he addressed as o3 result of the recent
debate. [he ‘noun  “review", according o the
HMEW  BRITANNICA - WEDBSTER DICTIOMARY,
is delined =3 being "a  erltieal evaluation". The
BT lars ai hderssrs hde=Mine, K.E_Milton anid
F.Rohanek have all been deficient in  defining
what a review is = Lherefore, their foundation
for =z cosstructive  argument  ds not wvalid.  In
the last TOSA MNEWS lssue, the suthor of the
"Trumper Veoluncary' corcert “review', Mi. Rohanek
was quite correct  in gualifylng  his  writings  as
a REPCRT as It wasn't =a ‘ecritical ewvaloation',
hut rerely a general survey of the events as
they happered,

Beading once more  Mr Held's  article, in o all
fairness, has gualified as a review with respect
to  the abovementioned definitlon.  The review
is not 100% negative as some  members  have
claimed it to be, and so [ believe that Mr. Held's
review didn't deserve the bombeardment of personal

znd oolitically  orchestrated garbage  written by
Messrs  McMinn,  especially  when  they  weren't
even in  attendance at  the concert, ard have

based thelr rather prejudiced letter on  hearsay.
[ was in arfendance and would have to agree
with Mr. Held's comments abovt how the WurliTzer
was used in a most uomusical manner. It ds
alsp wnfalr thet those members whoe listen for
musical  pleasure  and  witheut o great deal of
musical  knowledge or formal  training can  be
hypocritical and  tell & musically educated persor
that they are "a clown'.

However, | am not writing to divulge my personal
opiniens, but with reference to Mr, Held's review,
there are other more cffective means of dispensing
canscructive criticism.

Those members present st the recent 1989 Con-
vention in Perth  would have been  fortunate
enough  te ateend a8 masterclzss conducted by
the noted British organisy, Douglas Reeve, Although
the oiganists  why  performed  in front of Mo
Reeve weren't of a high standard, Mr. Reeve
was  still  able Lo provide the neocssary  criticism
in a most profeszional and diplomatic manner.,

Many members have stated thar they den't  like
to  read any scathing reviews in TOSA  NEWS
same even think that it is their responsibility
te write to the cditor and protest if they disagree
with a review. Those that are brave encugh
to put pen to paper always Jump off at the
deep end - why don't they go and find out more
information about the auther or hotoor still go
and tell the author of  their  diszgreemenis  sa
he mighr he ahle tn throw some light on & point
that they tolght have teen in the dark  abour?
The late Ron ). Reoberts must have beer one
of the best most critlcal  coatributors te  the
magazine sinee 1 can remember and no one  dared
write a letter in protest Lo onc of his reviews
because of his position. He was one of the most

respected reviewers in theatre  and  classical
argan  music  circles and  everything  he  wrote
was fact.

H we were o sbolish all bad comments  aboot
the artist andfor performance, then two  things
in particular will suffer. Fi-stly, Lhe artist.

Letters to The Editor - Caonrinued an Fage 15,
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uring & perlormance,  the  artist  krows  when
ne has made a  mistace, wiere his  Lechnigie
could be impraved and when he could heve dope
better. [f a  glowing repert  was  written  when
the artist didn"t really deserve it, then the artist
will go home and think to himselt thar cthe perform-
ance 'wasn't that TDad' and not bother to do
anvthing about  correcting  hls basie  problems
whiczh, with correction  in the long  term,  will
produze o better  mare  refined  performance.
However, the best  mediciae  [oar artists i5  the
slap  ower Lhe wrists. Knowing that  centioual
bad reviews might jeopardise hisfher performance
carear will force the artist to work harder 1o
places where plrriormance breaks Jdown als,
Without the ‘'slup on the wrist' atritude, arcists
will continue  giving  sub-standard  performances.
As a  conssdquenze, Lhe  second aspect  suffers
- the THEATRE DORGAMN,

Because the artist is sa  husy  trying ta hide
his/her deficiencies, then there is npo fime  tao
think abour uwsing the instrument in  the best
way possiale, miking the colours of the theatre
organ palette f{Le. registration changes) etc.,
therefore  the instrument is oot presented  ta
the publi= in o professional capacity. Teday,
the theatre organ is noc played the way it was
60 wears ago. Tastes too have changed

e . 3 majority of theatre organs now possess
the English Post Horn rank whereas only the
big ‘Wurlitzers of the 20's & 30's hed chese
ranks. | cringe when [ see wvoung new faces at
our theatre organ coccerts listenlng to non-event
playing and Uterstore.  Possibly  rthis i5 a3 lesson
ver to be learnt by societies - to provide much
higher standard organists at concerts rather
than the same rup-of-the-mill locals becsuse
the soclety can't provide more proefessional ardscs
for that particular concert dule. Al a time when
the theatrc orgen scene is so fragile and wvolatile,
if a situation like rhis arises then there shouldn':
be & ‘'talent gquest' in the first place. I one
couples  performance  snd  imagination, one arrives
at the word PROFESSIONMALISM.

Criticlsm is the stuff which makes the theatre organ
grow and which raises standards, Several montnhs
ags, at one of the 10&8A concerts, | szpoke to
a FOung and up-and-coming prganist, Hefshe
told me hisfher arerangements are spawnad  from
the idaa of hBhow much Mr. lan Meclean would
think of it. Many members' backs arch when
lan McLean 5 mentioned, but there is  truth

to a majority of thz comments he writes, but

selfish  attitedes  from  society committaes and
members have  barred Fim  from  contributing
Lo the magazine - the resull §s not a2 loss to

lam  Mclean but to the society becavse they
are [oaling the artlsts  Inte thinking they are
brilliant and don't have to further their technical,
thesretical and professional  skills. This is  why
[ have called the McMinn article a contradiction
because they are stating that only good things
have 1w be  sald  about  artists and  che "pages
of this mnewsletter ought to be used o promote
the sociery.

Thie:  last  paragraph  of  K.R.Milton's  letier  slales
that we "should be more scloctive In Lhe  people
we  ask bo mot o#s crities". [ believe then, tha
if artists ¢an  continee  pecting  away  with  the
proverbial  "blue  murdsr®,  then we should  really
re-word the quete and sav,"Let us be more selectivs
in the people we ask to act as ARTISS!M

Respectiully yours

A member congerned wich TOSA™s future.
EDRITORS HCTE
Fullowing all the  emotional comments which
have  baon roocived  over  recent months, L owas
masl  gratifying  te  recaivs the  foregoing  letter
which  expresses  logical  well . considered thoughts
without emoticnal ar pizlitical avertonss,
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letters to The Editor - Continoed.

Lér. Peter
fallowiag

letter has
and Ethis,

hean received from
summarised, mahkes the

A Jong
Held,
ooints:

1] Hsa was reguested ro write the review.

¥ He then poincs our char b wrote Lie gview

"fram a strictly musical paine of view', having

had  the benefic  of receiving =n extenslve
musical education  [which he decailsl, plus 3
number aof vears worklng experience as g profess-
jenal musician  and  organist. For  those who may
not Be  famlliar with Peter's career, he started
in  the industry in 1945 learming classical piano,
After |5 months passed Grude & [Royal Academy
of  Music) Assoc, Board of Royal Schools of
WMusle, Lopdan, ther on  through  Grades 7 &
8, before commencing the L.EJADM, Teachers
Diploma Course uwnder one of the highest ranking
pianoforte teachers in Europe -  Patricia  Read.
He then became a Church Orgamst, thes went
on Lt be Deputy Organist st the Theatrs Royal
(Compton  4-18 + Meletenc] in  Dublin, He did
2 sammer seasons Britaln and was by rhen alrezdy

a hallroom  organist,. He rcoured  Ireland twice
as orchestrel orgenist and musical directer aco-
ompanying a [ull 3 hour revue single handed!
Was agecompanist  forgan) o Mauwreen  Fotter  for
most of 1959, on Irish State Radig, in & veriety
shew  and  also  featured for 25th  birthdéay ocelcb
rations  of the 'Savoy', Limearick (Compton 3o
+ 71 ir Lecember 1960

He spent 2 years In South  Afrviea  contractod
to Chipperfislds Circus playing =2 Hammond Organ
in A 5 plene bsnd. During cthis time he also

broadcast 30 programs on ane of the networks
of South African Broadcasting Corporation,

On B Austrzlian scene he  hes  accompanied
silent films at & Government sponsored film festival
In  Melbourne £5 well 83 much general playing
- including 2 full concerts on the WurliTzer
ar Marrickville Town Hall, as well as the musically
more demanding task of accompanying singers.

d] He =xpresses his ooncern for regular concert
goers  (potentlal  TQSA Customers)  whoe o lhave
Lbeen  deierred  frem  sttending  concerts  begause

cf the excessively loud plaving hy some arganists

Peter considers
wllewed for
acgan

From
AreAs.

4] In the case of John Van Kiesef,
insufficient  re=hersal time had beon
playing the M.T.H. WurliTzer, waich is an
ratally different Ia design, stop-layout ete.
anything in Brishane or s surrounding

5] Peter also  referred, in his  letter, to  0is
plessure at hearing John Van Kleef's first perform-

znce  at  Marrickville some two  years ago.  On
zccount of  this he  had  been  anticipating  just
25 promising & displey  of musicalicy as  Jchn
had exhibited during his first concert.

However  during  John's  latest  corcert, Peter
was taken completely off guard and could hardly
believe it was the same  person playing.  Most
of the time he was using the crosconde podol
la dangerous novelty in the "hands" of electronic
playersl for "huld-ups” - right to its limit, AND,
THAT, in chords, with both swell pedals fuolly
Popen™, Hence the phrese; "EL ALAMEIN apprezch

to registration’,

6] Peter considars he was lzft with e alternacive,
but to compose & review based on  musicianskip,
and not  syvcophancy  and  hypocritical  'policeness!,

7l Attenrion  was  alsn  direcred  to the  fact
in Peter's letter, that the recent lettzr written
by the MeMinns had stresgly criticised his concert
review, when, in fact, they had NOT ATTEWNDED
the concert themse ves!

1989 Page
8 Az a reviewer, P.H. strrez he s prepaced
to  give every scrap  of  "ENCOURAGEMENT"
that he can, provided he can see and hear thar
the player has expended reassorable effort  towards
the reguirad posls.
Peter belisves it s high time, that everybody
in TOSA tried te be rational, logical, businesslize
and  amsnable to  the concept that our  seciery
is NO LONGER the small mostly  social  groep

that used to gether monthly in Paling's auditoriom

back in the E&0's. Members skould be  able o
l2ain [rom the rteviews of performanses  which
he considers should only be  weitten by those
qualified ton  judge, withour fear or favour -

- otherwise we should save the paper!

Having besn discussed
at great length owver

from  warious angles and
saworal  omonths, Lhis  Lopic
could ocarry on Tor a very long time. It @5 felt
the  subject hoas  been  adequataly  wentilated  and
far this reason the subject is now closed.

Ecirtor

[Dear Editor,
[ affer

the following views on twe mateers raised

In the MNovember issue:
E. "Tuwards Better  Orgen Playing™ bv  Jahn
Markin - | feel swre  that this  series s
af interest to many members and certainly hape

that it will cantinue.

& Future af TOSA MEWS - | would find a smaller

type size acceptable if it watld resill
In  worthwhile savings, 1| am not in & paositior
bt comment on the other possibilities, and leave
them ta wyou and the commirces, The publication
in its oresent ferm 1z a credit to weu and the
ather  volunteers  involved bur if an  increased

cost is unavoldable [t would bave to be met,

Frank Lewis

Dezar Sir,

Firat of all 1 would like to say how much Reg
and [ enjoy TOSA MEWS, the sarticles zre always
very interesting. Congratulations to you as Fditor
and to the many supplying the articles.

With  regard to  Johmn  Martin®s  article  "Towards
Retter Organ Playing, [, for one, being a learrer,
very  much  appreciate  hiz  clear  explanations

and would be very disappointed
diseont inued.

to sea his articles

Wishirg wou and
publications,

TO5A  every success with  furnre

Yours Sincersly
Reg & Merida Lewis
FUTURE REVIEWS

With the Enowledge and benefit? ol all the corres-
pondence  which has taken place on this  subjzct
aver recent months, it would be greatly appreciated

il suitably qualified  andfor willing mrbers
would  volumteer  their  services 1o review  fucure
concerts for the society.

You can easily wolunteer by contacting the Edicor

gn (02) 44 2728 or simply drop a line to:

The Secretary, T.O.S5.A, [M.5.W. Dvision) Inc
F O Box C462
Clarenoe Stroet
SYDHEY 2000
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PHOTOGRAPHS - “Trumpet Voluntary”

This concert was held at the Orion Centre - Campsie on Sunday 24th September 1989

and the concert report, written by Frank Rohanek, was printed in November issue of
TOSA NEWS.

THREE OF OUR ARTISTS AT THE CONSOLF

Meil Palmer Bill Schumache:

Although lan Davies opened this concert, a photograph of him was nol received.
Photographs of him at the Marrickville WurliTzer appear on pages 8 & 9.

Thanks to our Photographers!

As Editor, and on behalf of members, | would like to express thanks to the
Society's two 'Official FPhotographers', Kevin Rowland and Barry Tooker for their
constant supply of good quality photographs. Well done both of vou!

Were it not for you efforts and expertise, it would only be possible for the occ-
asional photograph to zppear in TOSA NEWS.
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Roberi Wolfe
CONCERT ORGANIST

It has been stated that even in the heyday of the Theatre Organ there can have
been few organists who established themselves so firmly on the International
Concert Scene, and at such an early age, as has Robert Wolfe.

Acclaimed for his sheer artistry, renown for his interpretation of music - it has
to he sald that Robert Wolfe Is without question one of England's top organ expon-
ents - a Musical Ambassader.

His sparkiing tslent was immediately reslised, and at the age of 15 he becarme
rhe youngest musician ever to join the team of organists at the World Famous
Tower Ballroom, Blackpool.

For three years he entertained hollday makers at the console of the Mighty WurliTzer
Organ installed in Britain's Premier Holiday Resort.

[n 1981 Robert became the first Resident Organist at the "Thursford Collection",
g living musenm of nostalgia, highlighted by i*s magnificent 3 manual WurliTzer
Theatre Organ. The "Sight and Sound Spectecular” known as the "Thursford Experience",
draws large crowds daily to hear Robert at the Theatre Organ.

Outside the summer season Robert's engagement diary is always full for years
ahead. It includes a comprehensive U.K, schedule and an ever increasing overseas
tour. Hiz fame has reached America, Australia, Canada and New Zealand where
annual concerts are now expected of him,

To date Rohert has sixteen recordings to his credit. His first selo recerd was
made on the Blackpool Opera House WurliTzer Organ at the sge of 17. This was
quickly followed with a succession of recordlngs made on the Thursford WurliTzer
- eleven recordings In  nine years! to satisfy the ever increasing demand of his
ardent fans and followers,

His latest recording presentation has been recorded on the magnificent new WurliTzer
Organ installed In the Orion Centre in Campsie, Sydney, Australia - certainly
one of the finest Theatre Organs Robert has had the honowr to perform on to
daze.

1383 saw Robert touring Australia & New Zealand during February. Such was
the enthusizsm ar all his venues, = return :our was organised befors his doparture
for England.

(LW A NS.W, Divislon is proud to once again present the fine and eatertaining
musical talents of Robert Wolfe, Those who witnessed this talented young musizian
zarlier this year can vouch [or his ultimate entertainment valuel

Those who missed Robert Walfe had better book their tickets....... [0
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“BLACKPOOL )
DOWN UNDER

A DANCE EXPERIENCE

THE THRILL QOF DANCING
LIVE TO THE MAGNIFICENT
WURLITZER ORGAN IS ONCE
AGAIN COMING TO SYDNEY.

ROBERT WOLFE WHO LAST
YEAR WON THE HEARTS OF
FUNDREDS 0QF DAMNCZERS IS5
RETURNING TO PLAY AT THE
ORION CENTEE FOERE AMNOTHER
SPECTACULAR DAMNCLE MNIGIT.

150 PEOFPLE DANCED  FROM
aPtt TILL 1AM IN FEBRUARY
AND DID NOT WANT TO STOP.
BE PART OF THE FUN AND
COME ALONG AND BE FART
OF THIS ONCE YEARLY EVENT!

BOOKINGS ARE ESSENTIALM!

+%  FULLY AIR-CONDITIONED
<% BAR SERVICE AVAILABLE

“*  SUPPER SERVED

%  SECURITY PARKING

TELL YOUR FRIENDS ! = BOOK YOUR TICKETS !
GET YOUR PARTNER ! PUT ON YOUR DANCING SHOES !

AND DANCE YOUR WORRIES AWAY AT THE ORION

Orion Centre, Beamish Street, CAMPSIE.

FRIDAY 9vn FEB. ar7 30pm
TICKETS ph 798 6742 $15 & $12concession



